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1.  GLOBALIZATION HAS OPENED NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR ODISHA’S ECONOMY. 
CRITICALLY ANALYZE ITS IMPACT ON TRADITIONAL INDUSTRIES LIKE 
HANDLOOM AND HANDICRAFTS. 

Introduction 
Globalization has integrated Odisha's economy into global markets, creating opportunities for trade, 
tourism, and cultural exchange. However, its impact on traditional industries like handloom and 
handicrafts has been mixed. While globalization has opened new markets and increased visibility for 
these crafts, it has also brought challenges like competition from machine-made goods and changing 
consumer preferences. 
Body 

1. Positive Impacts of Globalization: 
○ Increased Market Access: 

▪ Traditional products now reach international markets through e-commerce 
platforms and trade fairs. 

▪ Example: Pattachitra paintings and Sambalpuri sarees are showcased 
globally through platforms like Amazon and Etsy. 

○ Tourism Boost: 
▪ Global interest in Odisha’s cultural heritage has increased tourist footfall, 

benefiting artisans. 
▪ Case Study: Raghurajpur, a heritage crafts village, has become a major 

attraction for international tourists. 
○ Cultural Recognition: 

▪ Initiatives like GI tagging have given global identity to Odisha’s traditional 
crafts. 

▪ Example: GI tagging of Odisha Ikat, Rasagola, and silver filigree (Tarakasi) has 
enhanced their brand value. 

○ Technological Advancements: 
▪ Exposure to modern tools and techniques has improved production 

efficiency. 
▪ Example: Advanced looms have enhanced the quality and speed of 

Sambalpuri saree production. 
2. Negative Impacts of Globalization: 

○ Competition from Machine-Made Products: 
▪ Mass-produced goods from countries like China have undercut the prices of 

handmade products. 
▪ Case Study: Demand for synthetic sarees has reduced the market for 

traditional handwoven Bomkai and Kotpad sarees. 
○ Erosion of Traditional Practices: 

▪ Over-commercialization often compromises the authenticity and quality of 
traditional crafts. 

▪ Example: Simplified Pattachitra designs are being mass-produced to cater to 
market trends. 

○ Exploitation of Artisans: 
▪ Middlemen often exploit artisans, leaving them with minimal profits despite 

high retail prices. 
○ Decline in Youth Participation: 

▪ Younger generations prefer urban jobs over continuing family crafts, leading 
to skill erosion. 

▪ Example: In Pipili, many youths are moving away from the appliqué craft. 
3. Government and Community Efforts: 

○ Odisha Craft Policy 2022: 
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▪ Aims to enhance the global competitiveness of handicrafts and ensure 
artisan welfare. 

▪ Example: Promotion of Odisha’s crafts through dedicated exhibitions and e-
commerce partnerships. 

○ Skill Development and Capacity Building: 
▪ Training programs to modernize production techniques while preserving 

traditional designs. 
○ Artisan Welfare Schemes: 

▪ Financial assistance and marketing support provided by the Odisha State 
Handloom Weavers’ Co-operative Society. 

○ Promotion of Sustainable Practices: 
▪ Encouraging eco-friendly and organic materials in traditional crafts. 

4. Recommendations: 
○ Strengthen Market Linkages: 

▪ Expand digital platforms and create exclusive online stores for Odisha’s 
crafts. 

○ Youth Engagement: 
▪ Introduce vocational training programs in schools to attract younger 

generations to traditional industries. 
○ Global Branding and Storytelling: 

▪ Market Odisha’s crafts with a focus on their cultural significance and 
artisans’ stories to appeal to global consumers. 

○ Fair Trade Practices: 
▪ Eliminate middlemen and ensure fair wages for artisans through direct 

benefit mechanisms. 
Conclusion 
Globalization has created both opportunities and challenges for Odisha’s traditional industries. 
While it has increased global recognition and market reach, it has also intensified competition and 
threatened the survival of authentic crafts. A balanced approach that integrates modernization with 
cultural preservation, along with robust policy support, is essential to ensure the sustainability of 
Odisha’s handloom and handicraft sectors. 

 
 


